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Join us for the Timor Children's Foundation’s 2026 Annual Fundraising Luncheon
— Listen to the enthralling story of guest speaker, John Milkins and his very
personal connection to Balibo House Trust and Timor Leste

On 16 October 1975, five journalists from Australian TV Channels 7 and 9 were murdered by Indonesian Special
Forces invading the small town of Balibd, East Timor (Timor Leste).

John Milkins is the Chair of Balibé House Trust, which for 24 years has worked to honour the memories of the
Balib6 Five by enriching the lives and livelihoods of the community in Balibo.

John was adopted at six weeks old and, upon reuniting with his birth mother in 1989, he discovered a very
personal link to the story of the Balibé Five. He has been part of the family of Channel 7 cameraman Gary
Cunningham for over 30 years and has served as their representative on Balibd House Trust since its inception.

From his family’s perspective, there remains a
fundamental issue of human rights and deeply buried
truths to be told about the Balib6 Five, and the 24 years
of struggle for Timor Leste's independence, during which
approximately 180,000 Timorese — a third of the
population — lost their lives.

John will speak about the work of Balib6 House Trust in
partnership with the community, and his journey of
discovery from the deeply personal to the global
geopolitical level.

Noon: Hear what your support has achieved in Timor-Leste — and the very personal story of
guest speaker, John Milkins.

1pm: Enjoy a light lunch and connect with others who care about the same things you do.
You’ll walk away with full hearts and a clearer picture of how you can keep making a difference.

Skip the queue - buy your tickets online using the QR code
or visit:
https://www.timorchildren.com/events-1
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*Tickets will be available at the door
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