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Young People
Long term committee member, Julia Godfrey, recently 
spoke at Redeemer Lutheran College’s chapel service 
for the commencement of Awareness Week. In sharing 
her work with the Timor Children’s Foundation she told a 
story of meeting a group of teenagers on her fi rst visit to 
Timor. They lived in Hera, 1-hour drive from the capital, 
Dili. Each day they attended school in the morning and 
spent the afternoon walking through the nearby villages 
bathing, feeding and caring for the disabled. Having 
a disability is seen as a curse and one girl, Maria, had 
been abandoned by her family. Their care and provision 
for the people with disabilities was what kept them 
alive, and the kindness, gentleness and compassion 
shown by the teenagers was inspirational. Being young 
doesn’t preclude you from having something to off er. The 
Foundation is delighted to be linking with schools, sharing 
what we are doing in Timor and hopefully inspiring young 
people to make a diff erence in whatever way they can. 

Dr. Jeannet H. Kessels
Dr. Jeannet H. Kessels — family woman, intrepid 
entrepreneur, (retired!) veterinarian and lover of all things 
great and small. After working in Camira and Springfi eld 
as a vet for 30 years, Jeannet has retired from veterinary 
work to focus on running the Greater Springfi eld 
Veterinary Hospital and Springfi eld District Vets Clinic 
while continuing to mentor the team. 
Jeannet has won a number of awards such as the 
National Practice of Excellence Award, and has spent 
a number of years studying leadership with other 
forward-thinking veterinarians and business leaders. Her 
Groodles Australia program has donated over $300,000 
to the Timor Children’s Foundation. She was an AVBA 
board member, and has taken an interest the industry 
as a whole.

Timor Children’s Foundation
Annual Luncheon

Saturday 13th May 2017, 12 noon-2pm
Indooroopilly Uniting Church, 
74 Station Road, Indooroopilly 

Entertainment:
The Churchie Community Chorale, conducted by 

Mr Jeff rey Black, internationally acclaimed opera singer 
and 

The Churchie Yr 9 Service Choir, 
conducted by Ms Rosemary Oxenford.

Guest speakers: 
• Rev Dominggus Alves will bring greetings from Timor,
• Dr Liz Jones will speak about her 2016 Timor trip,
• Dr Malcolm Campbell will provide an update on the Dental Project, and

Dr Lydia Pitcher will introduce the Churchie service program.

12noon presentation, 1pm lunch, 2pm event conclusion. 

Tickets cost $25 at the door. All proceeds will be donated to the 
Scholarships Project and to support the Samaria Children’s Home. 
For catering purposes please RSVP to Ruth Grieve on mobile ph: 
0429474383 or email: admin@timorchildren.com by Wed 10th May.



AUTUMN NEWS 2017
New Partnerships 

The Timor Children’s Foundation is delighted to be working 
with the Anglican Church Grammar School (Churchie). Yr 9 
students involved in the Service Choir will learn about the 
Foundation’s work through guest speakers and information 
sessions during the year. They will also perform at our annual 
Luncheon on Saturday 13 May. Our thanks go to Dr John 
Collins, Mr Jeff rey Black, Ms Rosemary Oxenford and Dr Lydia 
Pitcher for making this partnership possible.

Scholarship Feedback
Dear Timor Children’s Foundation and supporters,
Moisés da Silva gave me a letter from fi ve students, and hand-
woven scarves as a gift. The letter translation is below.
With warm greetings,
Catharina
--------------------------------------------------
Your Excellency Reverend Moisés,
With this simple letter the fi ve of us whole-heartedly want to 
express our great thanks for your generosity, because you have 
so much desired to help us in our course, and your generosity 
has reduced our worries about paying for it. We, together with 
our parents, whole-heartedly want to express our great thanks.
We have fi nished our course at the madre’s place in Fuiloro, and 
will continue with our practical work experience for six months.
We are aware that we can’t repay the goodness that you have 
shown to us. We ask God, with our prayers, to give you health 
and great blessing.
We fi ve whole-heartedly express our great thanks.
Francisca, Adelia, Nenzia, Julia & Justina.

Samaria Childrens Home
Many thanks to those donors who gave 
towards the refurbishment of the toilet and 
bathroom facilities at Samaria. Work is 
almost complete. The children will soon be 
able to use safe and hygienic amenities. 
The school year has commenced and is 
going well for the children.
Philomena said farewell to Salvador in 
December as he commenced work as a 
minister in the district of Viqueque, where 
the church has almost 200 members. He 
is also responsible for smaller congregations in the district too, 
including Osso and Beaço. We wish Salvador every success in 
his work and pray for Philomena as she continues her care for the 
children without his practical support.

Premier’s Puppy
In the Sunday Mail on 12 February an article was published, “Winton 
laps up the love.” The previous day Premier Annastacia Palazczuk 
picked up her new groodle puppy from one of the Foundation’s 
Directors, Dr Malcolm Campbell. Malcolm’s groodle, Winnie, had her 
fi rst litter of puppies in January as part of the Greater Springfi eld 
Veterinary breeding program. All money raised through Groodles 
Australia is donated to the TCF Scholarships Program and Beyond 
Blue. Another of our committee members, Sandy Nolde, also has a 
groodle in the breeding program. Georgie Girl’s 7 pups, pictured below, 
will be sold in late April. For more information on groodles please visit 
www.springfi elddistrictvets.com.au/community/groodles-australia

Dental Appeal
Dr Malcolm Campbell will make a visit to Timor Leste during 
May 2017. He aims to check the children at Samaria, he 
and Dr John Fisher plan to commence 
work at Marcelo school as well as visiting 
Los Palos to assess the situation at the 
Health Clinic there. Malcolm gives thanks 
for the fi nancial support provided recently 
by Groodles Australia and Fahan School. 
We wish him every success on his trip 
and safe travels as he visits Loz Palos.

Food for Thought
Sheridan Voysey used to host a Sunday night radio 
program, Open House, where he interviewed a wide range 
of people. Here is an excerpt from his conversation with 
Steve Waugh. 
Voysey: I’m always interested in the motivation behind 
people doing these kinds of things [a sportsman starting 
up a charitable organisation]. Does religion or faith of any 
kind play a part in your life at all?
Waugh: “No, I wouldn’t say so. I think Mother Teresa had a 
big impact on me. The way she gave to the poorest of the 
poor her whole life, without regard to material possessions 
was a great example of someone doing amazing things. 
I think it’s almost impossible to live that way, so it was 
incredible what she did. She had a big impact on me.
But I think it’s more about: if you’re in a privileged position 
you should be able to help the people who are less 
fortunate. I don’t think it takes a lot of extra eff ort to do 
that, and I think it’s something we should all look to doing if 
we’re in a position of privilege.
I think it’s all about giving people opportunities. You can 
make your decisions when you get those chances in life, 
but a lot of kids don’t actually get that chance. I think that’s 
a real shame because their potential isn’t tapped. So for 
me it’s about providing opportunities. That’s the way I see 
that we can make the biggest diff erence.”


